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According to Hearts & Wallets co-founder 

Laura Varas, to retire early, you should 

target saving 25% or more of your income 

for at least 8-10 years. 



SOUNDS PRETTY CHALLENGING RIGHT? 

Plus we included three common sense approaches you can use to build your budget that’ll 
get you to the magical 25% number. Enjoy!

We’ve found seven (plus a bonus) of the most unique, crazy, and wild ways people have 
found to save 25% of their income each year. Some of these may seem out of your league - 

but some might just be the perfect source of inspiration.





IDEA #1 
LIVING IN A MOVING VAN 

Rent is one of the largest single expenses. Are there ways you can cut that expense with 
roommates, moving into a different neighborhood or even being really creative?  

http://www.businessinsider.com/google-employee-lives-in-truck-in-parking-lot-2015-10!

This approach saved over $30,000 a year



IDEA #2 
TURN YOUR CAR INTO A RENTABLE CAR 

You may be one of the millions of people who have a car, but only drive it periodically – 
maybe to and from the office, or maybe just on the weekends. Consider turning it into a 

rentable car when you aren’t using it. 

This approach saved over $26,000 a year



IDEA #3 
MAKE STARBUCKS YOUR INTERNET PROVIDER 

You love to Netflix and Chill. You want to watch the latest episodes of Designated Survivor 
and Modern Family. You check out your fantasy scores all weekend. Could you cut your 

internet and just do your browsing at Starbucks or another free Wi-Fi spot?

This approach saved over $1,300 a year



IDEA #4 
ROOMMATE ANYONE? 

Nearly 8% of individuals aged 25-35 live with a housemate. Now it may seem like you’re 
beyond that, but even for a short time this can drive huge savings. Heck, it’s better than 
pulling a George Costanza… come to think of it, parents could be great roommates too!

This approach saved over $45,000 a year



IDEA #5 
TURN YOUR PLACE INTO A BED & BREAKFAST 

Maybe you travel for work? Maybe you’ve got a significant other that you stay with 
periodically? Or maybe you’re willing to crash with friends. Turn your place into a short 
term rental with tools like Airbnb – people rent out spare rooms for hundreds per night!

This approach saved over $15,000 a year

http://www.digitaltrends.com/web/7-bizarre-airbnb-rentals-that-are-almost-too-weird-to-believe/!



IDEA #6 
JOIN THE TINY HOME REALITY TELEVISION CRAZE 

Turns out tiny homes are in. Maybe you can join that crazy world! One college student spent 
a couple months and built his own tiny home that he parks in the backyard of a friend. If 

you’re flexible, this can save you money and give you a new place to live every week.

This approach saved over $12,000 a year

http://www.today.com/money/college-student-builds-tiny-home-graduate-debt-free-t28526!



IDEA #7 
USE YOUR THUMB FOR SOMETHING GREEN (AND EDIBLE) 

If it isn’t rent, you are definitely spending a fortune on food. Cutting back on meals out is a 
really good step, but could you actually grow your own food? There is a huge movement to 

grow your own food – both for health and savings reasons.

This approach saved over $24,000 a year

https://www.learnvest.com/2015/04/tales-of-a-backyard-gardener-how-i-save-24k-a-year-growing-my-own-food/!



LET’S BE HONEST… 
THESE ARE PROBABLY TOO EXTREME FOR MANY/MOST OF US! 

Ninety-nine percent of us may not be willing to do something quite this extreme.  So consider 
these three simple steps to save 25% this year:

1. Determine your income:  Determine what is your salary and what is your take home after 
taxes. See if there are any other sources of income (part time jobs, Lyft, freelance, hobby 
businesses, consulting, etc.) 

2. Understand your costs:  See how much you spend — pull in everything from your credit 
cards, cash, bank statements and how much you already are saving for retirement.  

3. Calculate the difference:  Determine your total current and potential savings based on your 
current income streams and your typical monthly costs. Then see how you might be able to 
get to 5%, 10%, or even 25%. It all starts by knowing where you stand.

Usually by smart planning and budgeting you can find real savings.



THINK ABOUT IT 
GET SOME HELP 

Remember, according to experts, saving 25% for 8-10 years may 
well be enough to get you to early retirement.
Now that you’ve got that mapped out, look for how much more you need to do to get you to 25%? 

We know this process is challenging — so consider getting some help.  

A certified financial planner can help you build out your own plan and then do 
periodic check-ins with you to see how you are progressing. All for a price that is 
transparent and less than you might think. 

Visit www.wealthminder.com and tell us your needs to meet Financial Advisors to 
interview based on your situation.



ONE BONUS FUN & CRAZY IDEA 
MOVE ABROAD & WORK REMOTELY 

Have you ever said, “I could do this job from anywhere?” Well maybe you could – there’s a 
growing movement towards ‘working abroad’ where individuals will live in other countries, 

work normal hours (based on the time zone of their company) and pocket the savings of 
living in lower-cost countries. Lots of options and worth considering…

This approach led to epic memories and stories!

http://www.nomadicmatt.com/travel-blogs/move-overseas-family/!



THANK YOU!!!
At Wealthminder, our goal is to help people realize their goals, dreams and aspirations all 

while making personal finance more fun #MakeFinancesFun.

Visit us online, learn about how we are connecting thousands of people just like you to 
financials advisors to answer questions about their own financial goals and dreams.  

Finding someone to help you realize your financial goals has never been easier.

www.wealthminder.com


